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Chairman’s report for Upper Beeding FC AGM – 1 July 2020 

I am sorry that it has been necessary to provide this report electronically rather in person 
because of the social distancing regulations.   However I hope you will find it a useful 
summary of an unusual year. 

Football matters 

The decision by the FA to suspend all non-league football and declare the season null and 
void was inevitable as it was frustrating for UBFC. 

It had been the best league season in the history of Upper Beeding Football Club so far as 
the Men’s first team, managed by Jamie Hollis and Tom Warren, lay in second place in 
Division 2 of the Southern Combination League.  The team was unbeaten in the league up 
until January and was team of the month in December.  Furthermore it also ranked in the 
top four in the Respect league for its good conduct – a rare combination.   They had also 
reached the semi-final of the league cup after demolishing TD Shipley in the quarters. 

The Men’s Reserves, managed by Jamie Parsons, were promoted at the end of the previous  
season into West Sussex Championship Division South, where they were playing the first 
teams of most clubs.  At the time of suspension they too were having a fine season lying in 
3rd position. Following a restructure in West Sussex League, they will be competing in a very 
challenging Premier Division next season. 

Our Under 12 side which not only won the Horsham & District “A” Division, but were also 
victorious in the League Cup last season were once more due to play in the final of the cup 
and lay second in the league with a chance to win it again.  Managed by Matt Higgins and 
Jamie Plummer, the side once again showed they could win through attractive, attacking 
football. 

We were pleased to have a new Under 10s team for last season, run by Andy Coakley and 
John Burgess.  Andy previously ran the informal sessions on a Sunday morning at the Rec, 
but is now an important part of the club.   For most of the children, this was their first taste 
of league football and it was good to see them gaining confidence as the season progressed.  

The Upper Beeding Veterans team run by Matt Higgins continued to expand its fixtures and 
had a health group of players from which to choose. 

I would like to thank all of the managers for the huge commitment they put into running 
their teams and to commiserate with them that on paper at least there was nothing to show 
for the season.  However it is not all about the final table and managers and players will 
have had many enjoyable performances to reflect on before play was ceased.   

Pitches and changing rooms 

Despite the huge volume of rain during the Autumn and Winter this season, the playing 
surface held up well and we were able to fulfil most of our home fixtures without the need 
to postpone.  Having our own sit-on mower has also allowed us to keep the grass at an 
appropriate level throughout the season which has helped.  
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I must praise the work of Dave, Jamie and Andy for the time they put in to prepare the 
pitches before games, and for all those who helped tidy up after matches.  

Once again we are indebted to the support we receive from Upper Beeding Parish Council, 
who have again invested heavily in pitch maintenance during the off-season. 

2020 Six-a-side tournament 

The annual six-a-side tournament was due to be held a month earlier in 2020 than in 
previous years on Saturday 13 June.  Jamie and Ally had kindly taken over organisation of 
the event and had already got a strong entry field assembled by the time it was clear we 
could not proceed.    This was heartbreaking for them and obviously has meant the club 
finances have taken a hit from the absence of our main annual fundraiser. 

Plans for next season 

While it remains unclear when matches will be allowed to resume, we have been able to put 
in place exciting plans for the 2020-21 season.   

Jamie and Tom will continue to lead the first team, who will be playing their home matches 
at Steyning on the astro due to a ground sharing agreement we have put in place.  Not only 
should this mean no postponements it also offers scope for promotion out of SCFL Division 2 
which would not have been possible otherwise. 

This should free up the Memorial Ground to be used by the Reserves, the Under 13s, the 
Veterans and a new Under 18s team managed by Dan Fuller-Smith.  It is very pleasing that 
Dan has chosen to join Upper Beeding as he has a wealth of experience in running teams 
and bringing on young talent. 

Andy is also considering plans for a second Development Under 11 side to play on Sunday 
mornings and have been accepted into the Mid Sussex Youth League. 

Volunteers 

As ever the club it is easy to forget that the club is run completely on the goodwill of 
volunteers and I would like to extend heartfelt thanks to all those who have given so much 
to the club over the past 12 months.  I have already mentioned the managers, and I would 
like to highlight and pay tribute to the work of the committee – Dave Butchers who has 
worked overtime on the finances, David Beatty who ensures we meet the requirements for 
player welfare and safeguarding, Jamie Plummer who has supported me and worked closely 
with the Parish Council, and Martijn van Galen who administers the junior teams so 
efficiently.   

Above all the club has relied on the commitment and leadership of Dave Rowland, who is at 
the heart of almost everything which goes on at UBFC.  It was fitting therefore that he was 
awarded the Sussex FA Volunteer of the Year award for 2019 and there could have been no 
more worthy winner! 

A huge thank you to all of the above and to everyone else who has helped us through the 
last year.  Due to your efforts the club is in as good a shape as it has ever been.      ND  6-20 


